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Barney
Callaban

LWF

Well, it looks like fall is finally here and
not a moment too soon. At least in these
parts, outdoor folk have had their fill of
unseasonably warm and wet weather. The
recent cool fronts have helped stir nature and
people alike. It’s a great time of year, and I
know I can speak for all in being thankful
that we didn’t have to contend with more
big storms like Ike, Gustav, Rita and Katrina
that have visited us over the past 4 years. If
we can buy a little more time, it will help
our coast, wildlife and especially people who
make there homes and livings there. And it
will help us get a leg up on the restoration
and protection that are essential to the future
of the coast and living with it.

Its been a while since LWF has pro-
duced a magazine and I thank all of you who
have stuck with us by joining or renewing
despite not receiving this benefit of mem-
bership on a more regular basis. We are
rethinking the ways in which we communi-
cate our programs, activities and advocacy
to take advantage of more economical and
effective delivery of information and hope to
develop more consistent and effective com-
munication products in the near future.

In recent months we have been privileged
to welcome two new LWF Life Members,
Sandra Thompson Herman of New Orleans
and Earl P. King, Jr. of Amelia. Ms. Herman
is recent past director of the Atchafalaya
Basin Program and was largely responsible
for reengaging the state’s involvement in
pursuing the comprehensive conservation
and recreation plan for the Basin in the mid-
90s under the administration of Governor
Mike Foster. Mr. King is a past chair-
man and current member of the Louisiana
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission. He and
former LWFC member Marc Dupuy, Jr. of
Marksville are the only IWFC members to
be LWF Life Members. I want to personally
thank our Life Members for their confidence
and support.

Sandra Herman with LWF Life Member plaque
presented by LWF Past President Edgar Veillon.

In recent months the IWF has been
the beneficiary of a generous contribu-
tion from the Behrman Hwy. location of
Wal-mart Stores in Algiers. Thanks the
stores Community Outreach Coordinator
Jaimie Derenbecker and store manager Todd
Jabbia for recognizing LWF’s work secur-
ing this contribution. We also welcome
new Corporate Sponsor member DSK, Led.
of Minden. To this I add a welcome and
thanks to nearly 40 new individual Sponsor
members and 60 new individual contribut-
ing members who are listed at the close of
this column.

We have added two new affiliates
this year, the Baton Rouge Chapter of the
National Audubon Society and Friends of
the Atchafalaya. Both are dedicated to the
principles of conservation and wise use of
our natural resources and I look forward to
their participation in the Federation.

Speaking of participation, we have set
the dates for the IWF’s 71st convention
which will be held at Cypress Bend Resort
on Toledo Bend Reservoir the weekend of
February 26-28, 2010. We have secured
excellent room rates and hope you will join

us. More details of this event will soon be
available on the LWF’s website, but mark
you calendars now and make plans to attend.

Earl P. King, Jr. member of the Louisiana Wildlife &
Fisheries Commission is LWF's newest Life Member.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

One of the highlights of the Federation’s
convention is the recognition of outstand-
ing conservation achievement. We are now
soliciting nominations for these awards and
I hope you will take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to recognize someone in your group
or community who has earned recognition
Details of
the program, including tips on creating a

for their conservation work.

successful nomination are included in this
issue of the magazine. Additional awards
program information is posted on the LWF
website.

One last thing before I sign off: We
are holding elections this fall for LWF direc-
tors representing Districts 1, 3, 5, 7 and
9. In case you are unfamiliar with the 9
Federation Districts, I refer you to the map
on page 26. There is information on page
11 about how to submit a nomination and
a sample nomination form is posted on the

Jamie Derenbecker presents big Wal-Mart check to
LWF Past president Edgar Veillon.

LWF website. I can’t stress how important it
is to have strong leadership for the Louisiana
Wildlife Federation and I hope you will
consider joining us at a level of participation
that can really make a difference for LWF
and conservation in the State of Louisiana.
Should you have any questions about this
opportunity, I welcome your call.

Thanks again for your confidence and
support and I hope to see you out on the
water or in the field.

Yours in conservation,
Barney Callahan

President
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New LWF Members ($100 and up)

Louise C. Butera, New Orleans
Edgar L. Chase, III, New Orleans
Churros Café, Metairie
Fred Dietz, Saint Bernard
Todd W. Eppley, Braithwaite
William Garibaldi, 11T, New Orleans
Earl P. King, Jr., Amelia
Lakeside Toyota, Metairie

- Troy Campese
Dennis P. Landry, Belle Rose
R. L. Langston, Pollock

Martin Insurance Agency, Inc.,
New Orleans
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Wal-Mart store manager Todd Jabbia (R) with LWF
appreciation plaque presented by Edgar Veillon.

R. E. “Bob” Miller, Morgan City
Joseph S. Paternostro, Metairie
Chris Piehler, Baton Rouge
Mike Wampold, Baton Rouge
Lanny Zatzkis, New Orleans

New LWF Members ($50 to $99)

Jeno & Monica Kalozdi, New Orleans
Bennett A. King, Florien
Kate Kane Laborde, Denham Springs

- Woodland Wildlife Center of LA
Richard C. Lambert, Mandeville
Ward Lormand, Scott

- PC Gris Gris
Earl & Lonnie Matthew, Rockport, TX
Nick Spitzer, New Orleans
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New LWF Members (to $49)

Thad Bellow, Saint Amant
John Bertel, Metairie

- Hayes Dockside, Inc.
Carl V. Berthelot, Port Vincent
Robert W. Bethea, Hall Summit
Ray Boudreaux, New Iberia
Michael G. Bourgeois, Paulina
Dane Bourgeois, Saint Amant
Burdette Bremermann, New Orleans
Mike & Carrie Brown, Prairieville
Christopher M. Bruno, Gonzales
Angela Capello, Pineville
Juanita Constible, Lafayette
Vanessa Crompton, Covington
Reggie Duhon, lowa
Richard Drouant, Kenner
Dominique Durand, Lafayette
Peter Egan, Covington
Joelle Finley, New Orleans
Christy Flynn, Pollock
Suzette Gandolfo, Metairie
David Gowdey, Slidell
Robert P. Guidry, Lafayette
B. Clark Heebe, Mandeville
Carol S. Hopson, Slidell
Barry Joffrion, Baton Rouge
Sammy King, Ventress
Gregory Lacy, Baton Rouge
Gordon Laiche, Saint Amant
L. J. Laiche, Jr., Gramercy
Ben Landry, Lafayette
Harold Lee, Pineville
Trey J. Malbrough, Birmingham, AL
William D. Marvin, Bloomington, IN
Brian Mattox, Tampa, FL
Frank Minvielle, Jeanerette
Travis C. Moore, Baton Rouge
Butch Morsey, New Roads
Kathleen Nichols, Merryville
Liz Oliva, Orange, TX
Jim Rives, Baton Rouge
Jay Thibodeaux, Baton Rouge
Ralph Tureau, Saint Amant
Charles E. Wilkes, Monroe
David Williams, Sulphur
Matthew Vincent, Ruston

Chuck Young, Minden H

Sponsor Members

First-time $100 or greater LWF
Contributing members are entitled
to receive a sponsor plaque for their
home or office. We extend our grateful
appreciation to the following Sponsor
Members of the Louisiana Wildlife
Federation. Their support and that
of all our loyal members is directly
responsible for the Federation’s growth
and success.

Individual Sponsors

Don L. Bacque, Jr., Lafayette
Louis H. Barnes, Slidell
Louise C. Butera, New Orleans
David L. Campbell, Folsom
Edgar L. Chase, III, New Orleans
Churros Café, Metairie
City Bank & Trust Company, Natchitoches
Glen Daigre, Prairieville
Carl H. Degel, New Orleans
Fred Dietz, Saint Bernard
Todd W. Eppley, Braithwaite
William Garibaldi, III, New Orleans
Janet W. Gildermaster, Ponchatoula
Vance Gordon, Mount Ida, AR
Mary Lockett Nelson Guthrie, New Orleans
Robert N. Helm, MD, New Roads
Sandra Herman, New Orleans
A. E. “Manny” Kaiser, President

- Acme Refrigeration of Baton Rouge, Inc.
Kenneth P. Kleinpeter, Baton Rouge
Lakeside Toyota, Metairie

- Troy Campese
Dennis P. Landry, Belle Rose
R. L. Langston, Pollock
Robert S. Maloney, New Orleans
Martin Insurance Agency, Inc., New Orleans
R. E. “Bob” Miller, Morgan City
Hon. Dan “Blade” W. Morrish, Jennings
Clinton R. Mouser, Metairie
Joseph S. Paternostro, Metairie
Eugene J. Patin, Lafayette
Chris Piehler, Baton Rouge
Roy Raftery, Jr., Lake Charles

- Cameron State Bank
Larry Raymond, Shreveport
Nash C. Roberts, III, Metairie

- Fishunter Guide Service, Inc.
Gary Sander, MD, Metairie
Rose M. Thibodaux, Lafayette
Andre H. Vige’, Saint Martinville
Mike Wampold, Baton Rouge
Lanny Zatzkis, New Orleans

Corporate Sponsor

DSK Ltd.
- Dewey S. Kendrick, IIT




FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I hope you are enjoying this issue of
Louisiana WILDLIFE Federation magazine. It's
been a long time coming and will help “catch
you up” on some of the things your organiza-
ton has been working on over the past several
months. Thanks to Gary Ross and Betty Marsh,
Mike Perot and Amanda Moore for contributing
stories that I know you will find interesting and
informative.

g

Elmer's Island haitat lagoon and sand flats.

After pulling an edition together, there’s
usually not much left to say in an editors col-
umn. ButI did save something special this time,
something the Louisiana Wildlife Federation has
been advocating for and working on for 7 years
that finally came to fruition, in substandal part,
this year. It all began with a resolution submitted
to the IWF convention by the East Ascension
Sportsman’s League in 2002 — a simple proposal
for the state to acquire Elmer’s Island, a highly
popular surf fishing, crabbing and camping area
on Louisianas central coast across Caminada
Pass from Grand Isle. Admission via road to
this fishing and wildlife haven had been closed
shortly after the operator of the access concession
died. The property was for sale. But for various
reasons, the state and the owner could not come
to terms on a deal, despite the interest shown
and attempts made by two governors. Elmers
Island advocates were growing weary but hoping
that a new administration might be able to shake
things loose.

The first good news came when Governor

Jindal traveled to Grand Isle last December
to announce that the state was asserting its
ownership of the shore and all the accreted
beach comprising between 200 and 300 acres
of the approximately 1700-acre “island.” In
his announcement the Governor, quite rightly,
described Elmers Island as a Louisiana jewel
that he was dedicated to conserve and make
available to the public. The IWF welcomed
the action as a good first step and thanked the
governor for his initiative, knowing, of course,

that nothing really had changed. Access to the

W T et el

LDWF staff checking out Elmer’s Island

Elmer’s Island habitat — vegetated low dunes and tidal channels

Elmers Island shore remained as it always had
been - via the water. But we were encouraged by
the words of Louisiana Department of Wildlife
& Fisheries Secretary, Robert Barham that nego-
tiations would begin immediately to restore road
access to the beach.

Fast forward 6 months to June 30th and the
grand opening of LDWFs new marine lab on
Grand Isle where Secretary Barham announced
that the Elmer’s Island road had been restored
and would be open during daylight hours for the
public to use. I was personally elated at the news
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Bobby Jindal, Governor

With the knowledge and understanding that conservation, wise management and use of our State’s natural resources
is essential to the health, happiness, welfare and economic well-being of Louisiana’s citizens; and with the belief that
proper recognition of conservation efforts promotes wise resource management and use, I, Bobby Jindal, Governor of
Louisiana, do hereby endorse the concept of the Governor’s State Conservation Achievement Awards Program as
conducted annually under the auspices of the Louisiana Wildlife Federation.

BOBBY JINDAL, GOVERNOR

NOMINATION FORM
Date
Full Name of Nominee Category
Address
Recommended by
Address
Phone Email address
Signature Title (if any)
Reply to: LWF P. O. Box 65239 Audubon Station Baton Rouge, LA 70896-5239
337 South Acadian Thruway Baton Rouge, LA 70806
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More Conservation “Action” Than Expected in Short Session

The 2009 Regular Session of the Louisiana
Legislature that wrapped on June 25 held more
interest for conservationists than is normally
anticipated in the short 45 legislative-day “fiscal”
session that occurs in odd-numbered calendar
years. Despite the relatively small number of
bills introduced, approximately one-third of the
bill volume of a general 60-day session, and a
similarly reduced portion of bills related to con-
servation and the environment, there were some
significant issues raised by the 100 or so bills and
resolutions tracked by the Louisiana Wildlife
Federation.

Of great concern were several bills that,
among other things, proposed to diminish dedi-
cated funds, including the Conservation Fund,
and transfer conservation dollars to the state gen-
eral fund. Thanks to the efforts of Representatives
Eddie Lambert, Jack Montoucet and others, SB
1 proposing to double the amount that could be
taken from dedicated funds from 5% to 10%
was amended to exclude the Conservation Fund
and other user fee-based statutory dedications.
The bill died in conference committee. We
were not so lucky with SB 2 that now allows the
Governor to take 5% of dedicated funds every
year rather than only once when there is a bud-
get deficit. Debate on SB 2 was limited by the
Speaker as the bill came to the House floor. Reps.
Lambert and Montoucet had prepared similar
amendments to those they successfully added to
SB 1, but they were not allowed to be offered.
Although I'WF urged Governor Jindal to veto
the bill, it was among the last bills he signed as
the deadline for vetoes approached. Thankfully,
SB 267 which originally proposed to abolish all
statutory dedications was amended to require
only a report to the legislature on the details of
the funds and the programs they support.

Despite all the funding intrigue and threats,
the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries did very
well in securing appropriations for the 09/10 fis-
cal year. The details of the LDWF appropriations
are provided in the summary of HB 1 posted on
the DWF website along with the digests of other
pertinent conservation legislation that made it
through the process.

This was the session to pick on the Louisiana
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission, with one bill
filed proposing to abolish the Commission and
another proposing to reestablish legislative over-
sight for setting the hunting seasons. The bills
were brought by legislators who had opinions dif-
fering with the Commission on the use of dogs to
hunt deer and the use of a wildlife management
area for a major trail ride event. In the test-
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mony before the House Natural Resources and
Environment Committee, it became clear that
the displeasure of the legislators was as much due
to their perception of being disregarded by the
LDWEF and the IWFC when bringing the con-
cerns of their (legislators’) constituents to them
rather than a disagreement over the ultimate
action taken by the Commission or Department.
The oversight bill was deferred by its sponsor on
the House floor after he had received numerous
contacts from sportsmen opposed to the bill
The “abolish the Commission” bill was trans-
formed in the House committee into an “expand
the Commission” bill and sailed through the
House. IWF was able to address the mispercep-
tions behind the legislation in testimony before
the Senate Natural Resources Committee and
the bill was deferred. That testimony is posted
below. Apparently this matter is not closed as
IWF has been informed that Rep. Chandler
intends to introduce another bill to restructute
the IWFC during the 2010 legislative session.

On another bill related to setting of the
turkey season, LWF was able to work with the
sponsor to promote a compromise that allowed
him to back off the bill, thereby preserving the
IWFC’s authority and keeping the Legislature
out of the season setting process.

Legislation IWF successfully supported
included a measure authorizing an earlier start
of the bait shrimp season and another designat-
ing Bayou Manchac a Historic & Scenic Stream
within the Louisiana Scenic Rivers System.

Of interest to those concerned about cli-
mate change and energy consumption, there
were about 30 bills and resolutions introduced
to the session related to these subjects, including
many proposing various incentives for alternative
and renewable energy and energy conservation/
efficiency. Several were adopted, even a few that
will reduce tax collections by the state which is a
significant consideration in a budget deficit year
—asign that Louisiana is getting greener.

Thanks to Don Dubuc for inviting IWF to
report on the happenings down at the legislature
on his radio show and to Bob Marshall for rec-
ognizing IWFs work in his column during this
past session.

Testimony Regarding HB 529
to Expand the TWFC
The Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries

Commission was established by an amendment
to the Louisiana Constitution in 1952 to oversee
the state administrative agency, also known as

the Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Commission
(formerly the Louisiana Department of Wildlife
& Fisheries). The 7-member IWFC was given
the authority to hire the “Director” of the agency.
Prior to that, the “Director” was appointed by the
Governor.

The establishment of the INWFC was con-
sistent with a national trend to create a group of
peers of each state’s stakeholders in the conserva-
tion and use of the natural resources that would
determine the management of the state’s fish &
wildlife resources and regulation of the use of
those resources. The primary purpose of estab-
lishing such a commission form of governance
was to reduce to a minimum the amount of
political interference in the management of fish
and wildlife resources compared to the preexist-
ing situation where the sitting Governor had all
the influence over the decision-making through
the appointment of the agency director.

Establishing a commission form of gover-
nance for regulating the take of fish, fur and game
was a chief goal of the Wildlife Management
Institute (WMI), an organization established by
a national association of leaders in the manufac-
ture of sporting arms and ammunition and other
outdoor gear with the intent of promoting the
management of fish and wildlife resources based
on sound science. In Louisiana, establishing the
IWFC was the primary purpose of the Louisiana
Wildlife Federation at the time. Interestingly,
the WMI recommended, and still recommends
when asked, a 5-person wildlife commission.

The language creating the 7-member
LWEC in 1952 is as follows:

“The control and supervision of the wild-
life of the state, including all aquatic life, is
vested in the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission. The commission shall be in the
executive branch and shall consist of seven mem-
bers appointed by the governor, subject to con-
firmation by the Senate. Six members shall serve
overlapping terms of six years, and one member
shall serve a term concurrent with that of the
Three members shall be electors of
the coastal parishes and representatives of the

governor.

commercial fishing and fur industries, and four
shall be electors from the state at large other than
representatives of the commercial fishing and fur
industries, as provided by law. No member who
has served six years or more shall be eligible for
reappointment.”

With the adoption of the new state consti-
tution in 1974, the governance of the adminis-
trative agency was removed from the LIWFC’s
authority and in 1975 the Legislature created



the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries as a
cabinet agency with a secretary appointed by the
Governor. The constitution retained the TWFC
and its authority to regulate harvest and other
aspects of fish and wildlife conservation, though
the Legislature maintained statutory authority
over certain aspects of the regulations of seasons,
limits, etc.

As the IWFC matured and new processes
for rulemaking were established to maximize
the opportunity for public participation while
allowing the full consideration of the data and
advice provided by the professional fish & wild-
life managers and enforcement experts of the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries,
the Legislature ceded more authority to the
IWEFC so that it now has complete jurisdic-
tion over the setting of seasons, size limits, creel
and bag limits and harvest quotas, without
the requirement for legislative oversight in the
process of making these rules. Most conserva-
tion advocates and members of the Legislature
understand and appreciate the wisdom of this
separation of responsibilities. The Legislature still
has full opportunity to participate in providing
counsel to the LIWFC as the rulemaking process
proceeds and it retains its ultimate authority over
the actions of the LDWF and IWFC through
the appropriations process.

The IWFC performs what is sometimes
a difficult job, well. In observing its work over
the past 30 years I have never known it to take
action that is adverse to conserving the resources
it is bound by the state constitution and statutory
law to “protect, conserve and replenish.” If it did,
we would be meeting them in court.

Since many of the decisions of the TWFC
affect user preference, sometimes one “side” gets
what it wants at the expense of the “other side,”
such as in setting a specific opening day of a
hunting or commercial fishing season. These
decisions are what sometimes provoke dissatis-
faction on the part of segments of stakeholders
and the legislators who represent them. The
Louisiana Wildlife Federation advocates that,
when a controversial decision by the LWFC is
pending that is not compelled by conservation
need but is provoked by user preference, a statisti-
cally valid survey of stakeholders be made, when
feasible, prior to decision and that the results
demonstrate a supermajority of survey respon-
dents in support of the proposed rule for it to be
finally adopted.

Some have expressed the opinion that
IWFC members should have technical expertise
in resource management, or that the LIWFC is
a duplication of effort and its responsibilities
could easily be assumed by the LDWF and its

Secretary. The concept of the commission is that
of a board of peers to the users it regulates and it
is not intended to be a board of technical experts.
That expertise is available through the LDWF
staff. We view the LWFC as a necessary comple-
ment to the work of the LDWF and vice versa,
and its role is essential to the stakeholders’ need
and right to participate in the decision-making
process.

With the exception of the requirement that
3 members of the 7-member IWFC be repre-
sentatives of the commercial fur and/or fishing
industry, the idea of the IWFC is to represent all
citizens of the state and all the natural resources
within its authority, not just citizens and resources
within a certain region. Although it makes sense
that the IWFC and its constituencies would
benefit from having at least one IWFC member
from each geographic region of the state, both to
avoid the perception of regional bias in decision-
making, and more importantly, to inform the
decision-making process with knowledge of and
familiarity with each geographic area, it is a mis-
take to mandate it in statutory or constitutional
law because it would imply that the commission-
er from each specified region should represent
the interests of that region rather than those of
the state as a whole; therefore it would make the
IWFC more “political.” The Governor should
have the sound practical and political sense to
appoint LWFC members from each part of the
state to avoid the perception of regional bias in
decision-making,

All this relates to our concern with HB
529 by Rep. Chandler & B. Badon, Billiot, H.
Burns, Gisclair, S. Jones, Lambert, Little and
Morris to amend the Louisiana Constitution
to expand the Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries
Commission (LWFC) to 9 members and require
geographic representation per the 5 Public Service
Commission Districts and an additional state
at-large member. Additionally, the legislation
eliminates the reference to the fur industry with
respect to representation on the LWFC.

HB 529 was introduced as a proposal to
abolish the LWFC because the primary author is
disgruntled with the treatment he received when
appearing before the IWFC and the outcome of
the petition to the Commission by his constitu-
ents. He has opined that the IWFC is just an
opportunity for political patronage and is redun-
dant to the Louisiana Department of Wildlife
& Fisheries and therefore an unnecessary layer
of state bureaucracy. Yet now, the author of the
original bill and its co-authors want to expand
the LWEC!

HB 529 proposes to require geographic
representation on the LWFC by having 5 of the

IWFC members appointed, one each from a dif-
ferent Public Service Commission District. That
guarantees that only one of the proposed 9 be
from north of Alexandria (more or less) and does
not provide for compact geographic representa-
tion that the authors apparentdy desire, so the
premise of the legislation to promote geographic
representation is faulty.

In summary:

Adding members to the IWFC and requir-
ing geographic representation will make it more,
not less political; IWFC members should rep-
resent all citizens of the state and its natural
resources, not just the people and resources from
regions of the state.

The Wildlife Management Institute, a
well-respected industry- supported conservation
advocacy organization founded in the 1930s rec-
ommends 5-member state fish and game com-
missions, which many states have; a 9-member
IWEC is going in the wrong direction. HB 529
can be viewed as merely adding the opportunity
for more political patronage.

Since the CA HB 529 proposes will not be
on the ballot until 2010, there is plenty of time to
evaluate the efficacy of the IWFC and its structure
and develop, if deemed advisable after thorough
review and study, legislation for the 2010 Regular
Session of the Louisiana Legislature. There is a
state (read taxpayer) cost for each item added to
the election ballot, so washing hands of the issue
with the idea of “let the people decide” ignores
the need to assure that the proposed amendment
is well considered, advisable and worth the public
expense to put it on the ballot.

The Governor(s) should exercise good prac-
tical and political sense when making appoint-
ments to the IWFC to assure that appointments
are reasonably distributed geographically to avoid
the perception of regional bias in IWFC deci-
sion-making. It is not necessary to designate
those geographic boundaries. Doing so will
tend to lead IWFC members to represent their
“region” over resources.

The Louisiana Wildlife Federation believes
that the IWFC performs a difficult task well, and
should not be altered without a more thorough
evaluation of the pros and cons of changing its
structure and adding members than has been
provided in the meager discussion of the merits
of HB 529 during this legislative session.

Thank you for your consideration.

Randy P. Lanctot, Executive Director
Louisiana Wildlife Federation
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Black-bellied Whistling Duck Update

Stories and photos by Mike Perot, Loussiana
Department of Wildlife ¢ Fisheries

In January 2005, the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife & Fisheries was notified about a very
large concentration of black-bellied whistling-
ducks in the New Otleans area. At the time
there were approximately 4,000 black bellies
that found their own niche at the Cargill Grain

Black-bellied whistling-ducks are a tan, mal-
lard-sized duck with long legs, bright pink bill,
and as their name suggests, black bellies. They
are easily identified by their goose-like wing beats,
white wing coverts, and shrill whistle call similar
to a widgeon. Blackbellies are native to Mexico
and South Texas, but are expanding their range
east into Louisiana. It is believed that many
black-bellies in southeast Louisiana overwinter
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Black-bellied Whistling Ducks at Cargill Grain Elevator in Westwego.

Elevator on the Mississippi River in Westwego.
More recently, estimates of 8,000 have not been
not uncommon. LDWEF personnel recognized
an excellent opportunity to continue banding
these ducks and to better understand the popula-
tion and their dispersion.

in the Audubon Zoo in New Orleans and the
Cargill Grain elevator making them less suscep-
tible to hunting. In the spring they disperse to
the surrounding swamps and marshes to nest. I
have observed black-bellies on the rock jetties at

Banding black-bellied whistling ducks at Cargill Grain Elevator.
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been reported to be nesting in Arkansas. They
have expanded their range dramatically over the
past few years. It has even become more difficult
to band wood ducks because black-bellies tend to
monopolize our trapping sites.

=
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ub o
Black-bellied whistling ducks find wood duck nest
boxes accommodating. Here BBWD eggs cover the
bottom of a wood duck nest box.

In 2003, a nesting pair was banded in a wood
duck box on Manchac Wildlife Management
Area. At the time, it was believed this was the
farthest east black-bellies had been documented
nesting, with the excepdon of Florida. The
following year, 6 more black bellies were also
banded in wood duck boxes on Manchac WMA,
and by 2006 they were using wood duck boxes
on most of the coastal WMAS. Coincidentally,
during our first banding effort at Cargill Grain
Elevator in February of 2005, we recaptured one
of the black bellies banded on Manchac WMA.
LDWEF Region 7 Wildlife Division has banded
over 700 black bellies at the Cargill site and
almost 200 in wood duck nest boxes and while
bait trapping wood ducks. To my knowledge,
only 2 black-bellies banded at Cargill were har-
vested and reported.

LDWF would like to thank the staff at
the Cargill Grain elevator in Westwego for their
cooperation with this project. We look forward
to continuing our banding efforts at Cargill in
the future. Hunters should be on the look out
for black bellies in their decoy spread during duck
season and be sure to report all band recoveries to
the band hotline at 1-800-327-BAND. Black
bellies may be taken during the regular duck sea-
son and are included as part of the 6 duck limit.

(Note: This report was submitted in 2008.
Due 1 the rapid expansion of the BBWD in
Louisiana, it remains of interest. — ed.)



Louisiana Kids Go Coastal

by Amanda Moore

As part of the National Wildlife
Federation’s Coastal Louisiana project, a
traveling banner was launched last spring
to engage children in the fight to save

our coastal wetlands. It started with the

Mikaila and Victoria Kinsland helping with the handprinting at LWF's Earth Day exhibit. Photo by Heidi Hitter

annual Louisiana Earth Day celebration
in Baton Rouge where NWF teamed up
with the Louisiana Wildlife Federation and
LWF’s perennially popular “Nature In Your
Neighborhood” exhibit to recruit kidprints
for the banner. It was an easy sell. The tent
was packed all day with eager youngsters
patiently waiting to make their mark to save
Louisiana’s coast.

After the Earth Day festival, the banner
made its way to four elementary schools in
the Greater New Orleans area, where stu-
dents added hundreds more handprints after
hearing about the importance of wetlands to
our environment and our safety.

The completed banner is ten feet high
and thirty feet long and boasts over 1,000
colorful handprints spelling out the mes-
sage, “Restore the Wetlands: Our Coast,
Our Future.”

On September 21, third-graders from

George Washington Carver Elementary
School and Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter
School in the 9th Ward traveled to Baton
Rouge to flood the steps of the State Capitol
and present the banner to the Governor’s

Office of Coastal Affairs. There, students

heard a message from National Wildlife
Federation’s Maura Wood about the impor-

tance of their efforts and they even got
quizzed a littde on wetland loss by Kyle

The banner at the Nation's Capitol last month in DC.
NWF photo.

Graham with the Governor’s Office.

Both elementary schools participated in
the banner’s creation and continue to feel the
effects of Hurricane Katrina each day. The
schools recently started wetlands education
programs in an effort to spread awareness
of the importance of coastal restoration and
protection to their students and their com-
munities.

The day after the event at the State
Capitol, the banner was flown to Washington,
DC and displayed during a congressional
briefing on Coastal Louisiana solutions.

Thanks to Louisiana Wildlife Federation
Earth Day volunteers who got the project off
to a fantastic start.

New Orleans 9th Ward students with the “Restore the Wetlands” banner on the steps of the state capitol in

Baton Rouge. NWF photo.
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Elmer’s Island Wildlife Refuge Use Rules

The LWFC has adopted visitor regu-
lations for public use of Elmer’s Island
Wildlife Refuge under emergency rulemak-
ing authority. Elmer’s Island is the state’s
newest wildlife refuge, located on the shores
of the Gulf of Mexico across Caminada Pass
from Grand Isle in Jefferson Parish. The
regulations are as follows. Use of the refuge
will be permitted from 30 minutes before
official sunrise to 30 minutes after official
sunset. This includes any land access routes
to the refuge. No person or vehicle shall
remain on the refuge or any land access
routes during the period from 30 minutes
after official sunset to 30 minutes before
sunrise. No person shall possess any glass
bottles, glass drink containers or other glass
products. No person shall enter onto or
be on the grounds of the refuge during a
restricted access period; or alternatively shall
do so only in accordance with restrictions
set forth by the Secretary. No person shall
commercially fish, conduct any guiding
service, hunt, pursue, kill, molest or inten-
tionally disturb any type of wildlife on the
refuge, except for the legal recreational har-
vest of living aquatic resources. No person
shall be in areas marked as restricted by signs
posted by the department. No person shall
operate any vehicles in a restricted area. No
person shall operate a vehicle in an unsafe
or careless manner as to endanger life or
property or at any speed in excess of five
miles per hour. There is no permit required
for Elmer’s Island access by anyone 15 years
of age or younger. Those wishing to utilize
the island for recreational purposes, ages 16
and above, must possess one of the follow-
ing: a valid Wild Louisiana Stamp, a valid
Louisiana fishing license or a valid Louisiana
hunting license. The LWFC also adopted
a Notice of Intent that, in addition to the
foregoing rules includes a prohibition on the
possession of firearms on the refuge and will
be accepting public comment before voting
to finally adopt the rules at it February 2010
meeting.

Atchafalaya on the Web -
post your Basin photos
The Atchafalaya Basin Program has
added a new feature to its website at “http://
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dnr.louisiana.gov/atchafalaya” http://dnr.
louisiana.gov/atchafalaya, giving the public
the ability to share memories and experi-
ences, whether of working in the Basin or
enjoying recreational time there, by posting
photos on the site. Accessible on the right-
hand side of the site under “Basin Pics,” it
offers the opportunity to e-mail a photo,
caption and other information to a secure
DNR site for review and posting. Photos
should be appropriate to a public website,
but can be on any subject matter related
to activity in the Basin, from hunting or
fishing trips to amateur nature shots or any-
thing else reflecting life in the Basin. The
site includes links to the U.S. Geological
Survey’s web-based tracking of water levels
in the basin and has up-to-date weather
for the Basin area and links to parishes and
tourism and conservation groups with ties
to the Basin. It also provides notice of meet-
ings and other announcements pertaining
to the Atchafalaya Basin Program and the
development and execution of the state’s
master plan for conservation and manage-
ment of the Atchafalaya Basin.

* * * * *

Attention Louisiana Youth Hunters

The Louisiana Outdoor Writers
Association and the Deer Program of the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries invite
you to participate in the 2009 Youth Hunter
Registry. This program is for youth hunters
15 years or younger. Participating youths
will receive a certificate recognizing hunt-
ing achievement. Simply fill out the form
that is available at the department’s website,
www.wlf.louisiana.gov, click on deer hunt-
ing, big game hunts. Participating youths
are recognized in the Big Game Records
Newsletters that are available at the same
website.  You can also enter the Youth
Hunter of the Year contest for 2009. The
contest requires that you submit a story
about your hunting experience along with
photographs of the hunt. The Outdoor
Writers and LDWEF will select a male and
female youth hunter of the year based upon
the stories that are received. This program
is sponsored by the Bayou State Bowhunters
Association, the South Louisiana Branch of
the Quality Deer Management Association,
the Louisiana Chapter of the National

Wild Turkey Federation Jakes Program the
Louisiana Wildlife Federation and Bowie
Outfitters in Baton Rouge.
when you go hunting take along a notepad

So this year

and pen to take notes about your hunt,
what you saw and heard, people you met,
etc. and also be sure to take photographs.
We look forward to reading your stories and
seeing your pictures. Hunt hard but hunt
safe. Remember, the program is not about
recognizing what you killed or how many;, it
is about enjoying a true hunting experience
with family and friends. But, if you do kill
a big buck or shoot a limit of squirrels or a
few fat greenheads, it’s alright to do a little
bragging!

Revamped Ground Water
Resources Web Site Launched

The Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources has revamped and re-launched
the Office of Conservation’s Ground Water
Resources Program web site with new fea-
tures, making it easier for people and busi-
nesses to access the information they need
related to their ground water concerns. The
redesigned site includes regulations govern-
ing the drilling and use of water wells, as
well as forms needed to properly docu-
ment such wells with the state. The site is
designed to allow users to more easily find
the information they need, categorized by
use — such as water well owners, prospec-
tive water well owners and water well users.
Included in the information provided on
the site is information on groundwater use
in the state and recommendations for best
practices to conserve ground water. “Our
state has been blessed with abundant ground
water, and nearly two-thirds of our people
use ground water as their primary source of
water every day,” said state Department of
Natural Resources Secretary Scott Angelle.
“It is critical that we be good stewards of
that resource, and making information eas-
ily accessible to the public is an important
tool in that stewardship role.” The site
can be found at “http://dnr.louisiana.gov/
htep://dnr.louisiana.
gov/cons/groundwater/.

cons/groundwater/”

* * * * *
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Canada Goose Hunting Regulations

The LWFC has extended the Canada
goose hunting season from 16 to 44 days
allowing hunters to take a Canada goose
during the entire second segment of the
duck season. The Canada goose season will
be from Dec. 19 to Jan. 31 statewide,
except for a small closure area in southwest
Louisiana. The daily bag limit is now an
aggregate bag limit with white-fronted geese
(specklebellies) allowing hunters to take two
dark (white-front and Canadas) geese with
no more than one being a Canada goose.
Lastly, the special $5 permit that has been
required to participate in the annual hunt-
ing of Canada geese no longer applies. As
long as hunters are legally licensed to hunt
waterfowl, they may take Canadas during
the season.

LDWF Now on Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries (LDWF) has thrown its hat
into the Web 2.0 ring by creating official
accounts on Twitter, Facebook, YouTube,
Flickr and Scribd. The public can now watch
LDWEF videos on YouTube, keep up to date
with the latest department news on Twitter,
become a fan of LDWF on Facebook, read
the latest regulations on Scribd and look
at department photos on Flickr all free of
charge. All of these social media devices are
on LDWF’s front page at www.wlf.louisiana.
gov. “These services offer the department
additional channels to use when delivering
departmental news, videos, photos or pub-
lications to the public,” said LDWF Public
Information Assistant Director Thomas
Gresham. “We are encouraging everybody
who utilizes these Web sites to sign up and
follow us as we post new videos, photos and
news feeds.”

2008-09 Deer Harvest Results
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries (LDWF) has posted the results
of the 2008-09 deer harvest at www.wif.
louisiana.gov/hunting. LDWEF compiled
the deer harvest data by udilizing a mail-in
survey, internet/phone deer tag reports and

Wildlife Management Area (WMA) man-
aged deer hunts. The 2008-09 hunting
season marked the start of the mandatory
deer tagging and reporting program. LDWF
issued 227,001 sets of deer tags last year,
which accounted for a reported deer harvest
of 95,718. When the Deer Management
and Assistance Program and WMA har-
vests are added, the total count comes to
116,571 deer harvested. Union Parish led
all parishes with 7,915 deer harvested last
season. Rounding out the top 10 par-
ishes are: Bienville (5,387 deer harvested),
Claiborne (5,171), Vernon (4,311), Bossier
(3,930), Jackson (3,689), Webster (3,652),
Iberville (3,398), Natchitoches (3,384) and
Tensas (3,376) parishes. The reporting
system count is substantially lower than the
mail survey index (used to monitor long
term trends) of 158,200.
the first year of the mandatory deer tagging
and reporting system, LDWF suspects there
was less than 100 percent compliance with
the new rules. The 2008-09 managed deer
harvest on WMAs was over 5,000. On the

either-sex managed deer hunts there was an

Since this was

average hunter success rate of 11 hunting
efforts per deer, which is better than the
long-term average of 16 efforts per deer.

* * * * *

Hunting Regulations Available Online

The 2009-10 Hunting Regulations
pamphlet is available on the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
(LDWF) Web site at “htep://www.wlf.
louisiana.gov/hunting/regulations” http://
www.wlf.louisiana.gov/hunting/regulations.
Printed copies of the 2009-10 Hunting
Regulations booklet can be found at local
hunting license vendors and LDWF field

offices.

Natural Areas Registry Rules

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission (LWFC) has adopted rules for a
program allowing the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) to enter
into dedication and servitude agreements
with landowners who opt to participate
in the Louisiana Natural Areas Registry
(Registry). The Registry was established

by the Louisiana Legislature in 1987 in an
effort to identify and preserve valuable spe-
cies and the lands on which they occur. Up
until now, landowner agreements have been
informal, non-binding contracts. Under the
new rule, landowners who volunteer for the
program would have the option to dedicate
a property to LDWF either by sale or dona-
tion, or enter into a conservation servitude
which transfers some property rights to the
department while the current landowner
retains ownership of the property. The
Registry currently includes over 100 proper-
ties encompassing almost 50,000 acres state-
wide. The majority of registered properties
belong to individual landowners. The many
rare and endangered species that benefit
from the program include animals like the
red-cockaded woodpecker, gopher tortoise,
and plants such as Southern lady’s-slipper
and parrot pitcher plant. More information
is available on the program at www.wlf.loui-
siana.gov/experience/naturalheritage/natu-
ralareasregistry.

* * * * *

Live Online Streaming Audio
of LWFC Meetings

For those who cannot attend Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries’
(LDWEF) public meetings in Baton Rouge,
live streaming audio will be made avail-
able for all Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission meetings usually held on the
first Thursday of every month at 9:30 a.m.
and every Louisiana Shrimp Task Force
meeting at “http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/
streaming/” www.wlf.louisiana.gov/stream-
ing/. Some other public meetings will also be
broadcasted live over the Internet at LDWF’s
discretion. Advance notice of public meet-
ings with the live streaming audio will be
provided with meeting agendas sent to the
media and posted on the LDWF Web site at
“http://www.wlf.louisiana.gov/news” www.
wlf.louisiana.gov/news. A Windows Media
Player, or similar media player, and flash pro-
gram are all that should be needed to listen to
the public meetings. The Louisiana Shrimp
Task Force already has several meetings avail-
able as archived audio at “http://www.wif.
louisiana.gov/fishing/shrimptaskforce” www.
wlf.louisiana.gov/fishing/shrimptaskforce.
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Tibby (R) and LWF Executive Director Randy Lanctot,
cutting up at the 2004 State Duck & Goose Calling
Contest.

Most know by now that long-time
columnist (776by Sez) for this publi-
cation, Wilson J. “Tibby” Thibodeaux
passed away last year, barely a month
past his 91st birthday. Tibby was kind
of a legend. He had “The Accent”
(Cajun) from his upbringing on the
Church Point prairie. An affable and
extremely social person, he never met a
stranger. Yet “Tib” was as cantankerous
as they come when he detected in others
less than full devotion to those values he
held dear. Those values centered on hard
work, family and serious regard for par-
ticipating in and preserving Louisiana’s
outdoor heritage.

Tibby was probably best known for
his passion for waterfowling, especially
in pursuit of specklebellies (white-front-
ed geese) and the blues and snows that
historically have swarmed the ricefields
and wet pastures of southwest Louisiana.
That passion was manifested in another
pursuit — the founding of the state (and
local) duck and goose calling contests for
which he often served as chairman.

Above all, Tib was a mentor. He
liked nothing better than to share his
wealth of knowledge about the ricefields
and marsh and hunting waterfowl — how
to blow a predator call to sound like a
lonesome specklebelly pining for compa-
ny; how to place a spread of white “goose
rags” to draw the big flocks of snow geese
(and how to pick the hundreds of them
up after the hunt). Kid’s flocked to him
and the string of calls dangling from his
neck. They knew he was interested in
them. In his enthusiasm and wonder at
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the world, he was one of them.

My first recollection of Tib was of
him helping with a duck and goose call-
ing clinic sponsored by the LSU student
chapter of The Wildlife Society while I
was a leader of that organization. Shortly
after, I was his guest at the famed but
now long-gone Le Chien Caille (spot-
ted dog) camp below Gueydan where he
hunted for many years. I had just come
aboard as the new executive director of
the Louisiana Wildlife Federation and I
suppose Tibby wanted to check me out
in the field, since, despite my French
surname, | was a “Yankee.” I did okay, I
guess, as we remained friends and occa-
sional hunting and fishing partners for
almost 30 years.

Tibby aspired to the LWF presidency
and he got his turn in 1986. Under his
leadership, the LWF succeeded in secur-
ing constitutional protection for the
Conservation Fund, the operating fund
of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife
& Fisheries. For that accomplishment,
LWF was honored in 1988 as the National
Wildlife Federation’s “Affiliate of the
Year.” Tibby received the “Connie”
conservation award on LWF’s behalf
at the NWF annual convention hosted
that year by the LWF in New Orleans.
He was very proud of that moment. At
the NWF meeting the year prior, held
in Quebec City, Canada, Tibby was the
“toast of the town” as he toured delegates
around the old city quarters, introducing
them to the shopkeepers and city dwell-
ers in the local French language. At the
close of the meeting, he proudly stood
from the audience and extended a cordial
invitation to Louisiana - in his Cajun
French, of course.

In recent years, Tibby would admon-
ish readers to get out and enjoy the
outdoors while they could, no doubt
thinking about the confinement age had
cast upon him. But he didn’t complain,
only asking us to share our stories, to
take a kid hunting or fishing, or just by
the hand for a walk around the block, to
open their eyes to nature. It was his wish
and charge to us. It is what Tibby said.

- Randy Lanctot

AFFILIATE
CLUBS

DISTRICT 1
Woodlands Trail and Park

DISTRICT 2
Bayou Gun Clubb
Jefferson Rod and Gun Club

Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation

DISTRICT 3
Iberia Rod and Gun Club

DISTRICT 4
Friends of Red River

DISTRICT 5
Friends of Black Bayou

DISTRICT 6

American Sportsmen Against Poachers
Baton Rouge Audubon Society
Citizens For A Clean Environment

East Ascension Sportsmen’s League

Friends of the Atchafalya

DISTRICT 7

Acadiana Sportsmen’s League

DISTRICT 8
Avoyelles Wildlife Federation
Rapides Wildlife Association

DISTRICT 9
Louisiana Toledo Bend Lake Association

STATEWIDE

Association of Louisiana Bass Clubs

Bayou State Bowhunters Association

Black Bear Conservation Committee

Louisiana Association of Professional
Biologists

La. Chapter, National Wild Turkey
Federation

La. Chapter, Safari Club International

Louisiana Trappers and Alligator Hunters

Association
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